ioo            The Vedanta Philosophy.

Avidy& destroyed by Knowledge.

But while for a time this Nescience has power
to conquer and enslave us, we have the power
in the end by means of true Science (Vidya)
to conquer and enslave it, nay to destroy it and
all its works; and this true Science, this Vidyd,
is the Vedanta philosophy. It is true we cannot
shake off our fetters, but we can know them to
be but fetters; we cannot rid ourselves of our
body and its senses, or destroy the phenomenal
world, but we can soar above it and watch it till
it stops. This is called freedom even in this life
(givanmukti), which becomes perfect freedom at
the time of death. The Vedinta philosopher has

evidence, revealed or human,.... Is Nescience proved by Veda
or by perception, &c., or is it assumed to account for the world
of experience, which cannot otherwise be accounted for ? Not
by Veda, nor by perception, inference, or human teaching.
For, if by any of these Nescience were clearly proved, contro-
versy would be at an end. And since there is no evidence fof
Nescience it must needs be granted that Nescience is assumed
to account for the otherwise inexplicable production of the
unreal world.... For there is no other course apart from this
assumption of Nescience/ See Col Jacob, Vedanta-sara, p. 173.